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Golf, no doubt, is its primary palata-
ble dish, what with a beautiful 18-hole 
layout that tests your skill and nerves 
with water playing a central theme in 
its natural landscape beside Seletar 
Reservoir.

This year, Seletar has an extra rea-
son to celebrate because the club 
claimed the Singapore Golf Associa-
tion’s (SGA) Inter-Club League after a 
series of matches over a fi ve-month 
period.

And as its enthusiastic captain, 
Andy Pang, says: “Our motto was: ‘we 
go out as one and come back as one. 
Should we lose, let’s be gracious about 
it. Should we win, let’s do so gentle-
manly. That’s the Seletar Spirit’.”

Seletar beat National Service Resort 
and Country Club 9-6 in the fi nal at La-
guna National after a long-drawn tour-
nament which took on a new format 
this year.

It was introduced to shorten the du-
ration in the light of a tight SGA cal-
endar year. The 12 clubs were divided 
into the Red and White groups of six 
teams each. Tanah Merah, Raffl es, Se-
letar, Keppel, Orchid and Laguna were 

drawn in the Red Group while SICC, 
NSRCC, Warren, Sembawang, Sentosa 
and Changi were placed in the White 
Group.

After the fi rst-round league, contest-
ed over 15 games in a four-ball-best-
ball format, eight clubs made it to the 
quarter-fi nals for the knockout stage.

The classifi cation of the divisions 
is: four Premier Division, and six 
each for the A, B and Senior (55 years 
and above) divisions for men. For the 
women, there were two matches for 
the Premier and Evergreen (50 years 
and above) divisions and four for the 
A Division.

After an intense competition played 
on neutral venues, Seletar beat TMCC 
8½-6½ and NSRCC beat SICC by the 
same margin in the semi-fi nals.

And Seletar, after slipping to fourth 
last year from third in 2015, bounced 
back with the crown in style because 
as Pang says: “Our focus was on team-
work and the players’ commitment to 
stay consistent and competitive.”

Pang, who took over the captaincy 
three years ago, is a 5.9 handicapper 
who has been playing golf for 22 years. 

Talk Singapore Open, and your mind 
used to swing to the Singapore Island 
Country Club’s Bukit course.

That came naturally in the past be-
cause the Bukit course was like a per-
manent venue for the annual premier 
event, having staged it from its inaugu-
ration in 1962 to 1995 (with a couple of 
breaks).

The James Braid designed Course had 
hosted many other international events 
such as the 1969 World Cup, the John-
nie Walker Classic (1993), Rolex Masters 
(1973 to 1998), the inaugural Caltex Singa-
pore Masters (2001) and the Lexus Cup 
(2008).

And we had seen some of the biggest 
names in golf then, namely Peter Thom-
son, Frank Phillips, Alan Brookes, Ben 

Arda and Hsieh Yung-yo. 
With no major upgrades since 1969, 

the Bukit course was in need of restora-
tion. And after a closure of eight months, 
the entire 18 holes were re-opened for 
play on July 27.

IMPROVEMENTS
Various improvements have now been 
added to the course, including construc-
tion of a new buggy track, installation 
of bunker lining and new sand, sub-soil 
piping and passive capillary drainage 
for most of the greens and re-turfi ng of 
green collars and tee-boxes.

These enhancement works are integral 
parts of the club’s overall programme of 
restoration and transformation to raise 
the quality of its golf courses and to en-

able Bukit to sup-
port heavier golf-
ing traffi c during 
the phased clo-
sure of the Island-
location courses 
for upgrading and 
redevelopment targeted to complete by 
2021.

It will also absorb the additional golf-
ing capacity with the loss of Sime course 
post 2021. 

Club captain Andrew Lim (inset) said, 
“It is something our members can en-
joy for the next 15 years. The team and I 
want to thank members for their support 
and patience throughout the period for 
the project to come to fruition.” 

SICC has also been supportive of the 

SGA, mainly in availing its courses for na-
tional team practices.

The revitalised Bukit Course will cer-
tainly be welcomed by the club’s sen-
ior golfers as it was previously a walking 
course. Younger and the more physical-
ly fi t members can continue to walk and 
play.

The Bukit course borders the Mac-
Ritchie Reservoir and is rich in history 
dating back almost a century. It boasts of 
more than 3,000 fully-grown trees of at 
least 10 varieties.

The turf used on the fairways of Bukit 
Course is Axonopus Compressus also 
known as “cowgrass”, and is a broad 
bladed, fl at-leaf type of grass which 
grows on soil.

This gives a unique and challenging 
playing experience with Bukit’s natural 
characteristics. — Godfrey Robert
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Overall champions: Team Seletar. 
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THE ‘SELETAR SPIRIT’TTHE ‘SELETAR SPIRIT’TLIFTS CLUB TO LEAGUE TITLETLIFTS CLUB TO LEAGUE TITLETTEAMWORK AND PLAYERS’ COMMITMENT SEE CLUB RISE TO THE TOP

ucked in the far corner in north-

eastern Singapore is the vibrant 

Seletar Country Club where 

golf, bowling, sailing, music and food are selling points that 

make this venue a popular destination. Best of all, the club 

members are fun-loving and enjoy a camaraderie that can be 

an example to many Singapore sports clubs.

He retired three years ago at the age 
of 54, after which he has been playing 
golf three times a week.

Pang’s selection criterion was sim-
ple, “one based on skills, commitment 
and being a team player”.

Pang did not single out anyone as 
being the key player, but added: “Each 
player has his or her own role especial-
ly in contributing points to the team. 
We change partners often depending 
on the player’s availability and game 
form at that point of time. Therefore 
all players need a partner who stays 
competitive.”

NSRCC captain David Tay, a nine-
handicap-index player who played six 
games in the A Division, said: “Fortu-
nately NSRCC have the luxury of vast 
base of golfers to choose from and 

spots in our league team are very com-
petitive. Only the club’s champion and 
national team players have automatic 
berths.”

Tay, 45, who works for a global ex-
periential marketing agency, added: 
“So we have to fi ght for our places, 
hence that makes us more competitive 
which automatically makes the team 
more balanced. Our main player was 
national golfer Joshua Ho.”

Seletar’s points in the fi nal victo-
ry came from the Men’s “Senior” Di-
vision (2 pts); “A” Division (2 pts), “B” 
Division (3 pts) and Ladies (2 pts).

The victory celebrations, already 
marked by two big parties, are still on-
going, and “I think the mood of cele-
bration will last another two months,” 
added Pang.


